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Objective
Youth are deeply impacted by the communities in which they live. To explore this impact, the Genesee County Prevention Coalition’s (GCPC) Youth Action Council used Photovoice to explore how marijuana shapes the world around them. We asked 4 youth to answer the following question: “How do you see marijuana shaping moments, choices, and the environment?” 
Methods
We used the Rutger’s International Photovoice Facilitator’s Guide to train youth on photovoice methodology, research question analysis, mind mapping, photography basics, and ethical considerations for photojournalism.  Youth photographed their everyday experiences and observations. We used the SHOWeD method to select photos and construct captions. The youth presented at the coalition’s community partner meeting during National Prevention Week, utilizing an interactive presentation to gather real-time viewer feedback from 19 participants. 
Results 
The youth identified the following themes: perceptions of marijuana advertising, prevention message clarity, community norms, and the role of youth in advocacy and prevention. Youth saw the project as fun and engaging, while also increasing their own knowledge of community context, social determinants, and advocacy. Audience feedback was diverse. Key takeaways from viewers included greater awareness of community norms, the importance of active youth voice in prevention, and dialogue around the impact of advertising.
Conclusions
The photovoice project empowered youth to explore and share personal, organizational, and community-level perceptions of the impact of marijuana legalization from a youth perspective. The community dialogue at the GCPC community partner meeting initiated conversations about the impact of the marijuana industry on young people in Genesee County. We will use these data to support our marijuana prevention efforts, including the Cannabis Environmental Scan conducted in 2025, to advocate for change locally and state-wide. 


