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Objective: Rx Kids, the nation’s first community-wide, unconditional prenatal and infant cash prescription program, was launched in Flint in 2024. Rx Kids has since expanded to additional communities, including 20 rural Michigan counties. This study aims to understand the perceptions of Rx Kids among participants living in rural communities.
Methods: Rx Kids participants receive a biannual, non-incentivized, voluntary survey to assess their perceptions of the program. Data was extracted from the May 2026 participant survey, which included 23 open-ended questions. With 2,985 total respondents, 399 were from rural communities, representing 2,226 open-ended responses. 
This study draws on findings from Wolock et al. 2026, which analyzed open-ended responses from an earlier Rx Kids participant survey administered only to Flint participants. The initial coding phase focused on deductive coding responses from 50 participants (308 responses), using 8 themes and 32 sub-themes developed by Wolock et al. After refining the codebook, inductive coding was conducted on the remaining responses from participants living in rural communities.
Results: The inductive coding process is underway and is expected to be completed by early August 2026. Preliminary data suggest that, like Flint families, rural families perceive the program as largely improving their financial stability, health, and wellbeing. New sub-themes identified in the rural subset include “self-care,” and “ability to be present.”
Conclusions: Conclusions will be developed based on the final thematic analysis and will help elucidate the impact of Rx Kids on families in rural communities.
