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Issue: Following the Flint water crisis, the state and federal government enacted policy changes to mandate lead service line replacement. Michigan’s Lead and Copper Rule added a requirement for water utilities to replace lead or galvanized previously connected to lead (GPCL) service lines beginning in January 2021. The federal Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act of 2021 allocated $15 billion for service line replacement across the US.
Description: Using data from the US Environmental Protection Agency and the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy, we summarized the prevalence and geographic variability of service line replacements throughout Michigan between 2021 and 2024. Descriptive statistics were used to show service line replacements by neighborhood characteristics and water-system size.
[bookmark: _Hlk231550096][bookmark: _Hlk231550122]Findings: As of April 2026, 255,524 known lead and GPCL service lines remain in Michigan. Of the remaining unreplaced hazardous service lines, 110,489 (43.2%) are in Wayne County; 20,515 are in Kent County; and 16,896 are in Muskegon County. The annual number of hazardous service line replacements increased from 10,316 in 2021 to 24,521 in 2024. An estimated $2.3 billion will be needed to complete service line replacements statewide.
Recommendations: Michigan is making progress towards replacing lead and GPCL service lines, but efforts will need to be sustained to meet the 2037 deadline mandated by the federal government. As federal funding from the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act expires in 2026, Michigan policymakers should ensure sure that progress towards lead-free drinking water goals continues and that replacement activities are distributed equitably across communities.
